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Bear ^r* TruabOy 

Late one of the nlgjhts of your appearance before the ^uae Ui>-^Atterican Comalttee 
I answered a knock at ny Arlin^itany Va« y home and found BBQrtryk there with a man with 
whom I had worked as a ^vestli^tory Charles Kramer* Kramer came ri^t to the point 

when i invited them ina^ ^iTwanted help against the committee* 

I oould and did supply^it, whatever they wanted of literally tboufiandB of ]pDurs of 
research for what would have been the first book exposing the IhiAmericanSy including what 
I needed for my own protection* I have never aeen any of this precious material sincey 
never heard from Kramer or Ikqrtryky and the book was no longer possible* If I recall 
Bmytrk)c*8 subsequent history correctlyy I presume this is all new to you# Be finked* 
lour group did not fight as I urgedy aM tho rest is liistoxy# 

You could have won* I had a tougher fight and did# They passed a law still on the 
books to get me and an associate now deady convoked a special grand Jury to indicts moy 
held up the appointment of the U*S*Attoxney for the Bistriot of Columbia to insure indiot- 
ment* Althou^ still a brash kid, I took the grand Jury away from the prosecution and did 
what I think has not sinoe been duplioatedy forced the indiotmesit of a oomedttee agent* Biea 
was forced to cop a plea for him* 

hike youy before this I was what came to be oalled a premature antl-fasdst* I learned 
very young - before I was old enou^ to oast qy first vote - that the weak survive the 
powerful only by never defendingy by attacking* I never defended myself against Bies# I kept 
attacking him* The committee has never dared print toy testimony# In order to fight the 
only way I could avoid suffering your fc^te I bad to oy asaodatey a man old enou^ 

to be my fathery on experienced axid competent lobbyiQ[y without componomiaing bis connections 
with the trade-union movement; our Fstabloshmentarlan lawyer; tho wily prosecutor y who 
kept le akin g to my friend and lawyer what I was doing in about a week of grilling by the 
proseoutor and the overtly reactionary members of the grand Jury; and the powerful forces 
of whom Biea was but one# In the endy this proaecutory later chief wuj>-criiiies prosecutOTy 
had 80 much respect for me that he gave me copies of those grand-Juiy minutes against me 
by othorsy includ in g Biesy that I mi^t in tho future need# 

Soy I introduce nyself by tolling you what mi^t indicate that you suffered more thnn 
you need have# I think you did# I ‘ trMnir you could have won# 

The cost of that ni^t to me was zmich more than the loss of the «u>rmoua effort that 
went into the research for the book# I soon lost ny Job# I was then news and speciaX-^events 
director of a radio statton owned by a friend who was much In ay debt# He had been editor 
of a magazine for which# prior to Pearl Harbor# I had been Vaohlngton correspondent* He hAd 
bad the courage to print the deflnitiye investigatione I did on Haei cartels and related 
espionage# (Some was so hot that nobody would touch it#) When he was fired for it - big 
corporations always had this kind of influence and I hurt many of them * I got Mm a gppd 
Job in Washington# Baring World War II# when I wound up in OSS9 I was assi^iied to Mm there# 
(And ay last assignment before nedioal discharge and rehiring as a civilian consultant y was 
cribbed and appeared as the movie OSS# in which Cagney fitaiTM.) 

Prior to I^^ytryk*s visit I had survived Bles and a^SnSn Inside the State department 
to which X had been ti'ansferred on the splitting of OSS# the other pEurt becoming CIA* You 
may renember tliat incident* vas the firat of the m£gor “oocurity" oaseSf in which 10 
people wore fired for no given reason* All but two of us were Jews# One was married to a 
Jew and the other was a case of mistaken identity* A H were ovor-educated intellectuals 
who immediately Kka looked for ways to run* I drew a majoxlty togothery arranged 

free counsel (the late ^htrnan Arnold and Abe Fortas) gnd by fighting tho rl^t wayt again 
won# When I oould be employable after this history yet lost employment with a friend after 
trying to help you and your fellow victimSf it so.med obvious that I could no longer exist 
employed by others# ^*his brou^t about a major change in my life ^ think could make a 
good book and a movie, a combinaUon of The Egg and I and Hr* Builds His Bream 

I dacided to become a faimer# in the thou^t that forming, at least, would not be 
SUb.iect to TJOlitlCsT Mv anH T >v»onTno wnt*! t%n 
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faxiiin^, or all impoasiblcj tlrlnijo, waa ruined the millt€U7yt leading to a procedont 
lawsuit I believe was usod in the recant Los Ancoloo Mrport lassuit# I decided to rotum 
to v.TTlting, was writing a bool: about what had hap cnod to us, whan ^ohn Kennedy ;ms assas|H 
ainated, and that, too, undo a laajor change ±u our lives* 

All of tills, for th<: first tine in years, cme back to no after I xaet Anthony Qrrfrm 
at the Anoricaii iteokoellera* Association convention this past June and ho gave ne a 
publisher's proM of two chapters of his bock* In then he aludes to this period and to 
the Scottsboro ^ase, that inaccurately* I knew about it froa having taken in the luan who 
was really responaiblo for the Scottaboro defense, Louis ^olman, a former writer who was 
working for the International Labor defense on bohalf of political victims* Colman's pay 
was S13*CX) a weiik, so I invited hizn to live id.th lao* 

I vsTTote Uuinn'a publisher abolit the factual error so it could be oorrected, wrote 
separately, was told by his editor that my letter was being forwairded to him, and 
I have heard notliing from him since* 



This, by the Way, is not a ''iiouch'' letter* because it nay eo easily be misinterpreted, 
it is not easy to write* 

lifhen the oilitaiy ruined our fanning and with it ny wife's health, when a oourtroom 
wlctoiy and the later effort of the Secretary of ilefonoe himself could not and it, I h^ri to 
liquidate the fanning. I got an agent in ^ew York, had a handshake deal with a publisher 
for a book that he and the ae^t thou^t would make a novlo, and then JFK was assassinated* 
From my investigative and politiaal-analyBifl experience in intelligence, sonie t Infes were 
obvious probabilities to mo* I sent my agent a load and sumuaxy and promptly liost my agent 
In a wildly hysterical reaction* It turned out to be valids nothing other than sycophancy 
was pu b lis h a b le* The next six agunta I approached would not touch the subject of assasainji^ 
ttons* I became vy own, got a contract for a book, completed it the first book on 

the aseasaination and the Varren ^omumission, and while the publisher was still drooling 
inU> tlie till, t ol li n g me that without advertiaing );he salesaen had advance orders for 
about 25fCXX) copies, he broke the cont act* didn t even return the manuscript* I b a^ 
to reconstruct it* I'd written in such liaste that l^dld not have complete of i 

of it* 

I digress for what mi^t amuso you* In the couree of acting as my own agent after 
this, I made what seeaed like a tkrm arrangement with the Saturday Evening l^Oat for chapter 
ttse of parts of the book, wli ich titled V2iIT£VASai Vm BLPORT 0^ THE ¥AEI£li HLPO^. Tbs 
Post said it prefsarnidd s a llng ^sie"^th an agent, arranged for Max bilkinaon, of Littauor 
A W i l kina o n to represent me, and in a matter of weeks the deal was off, aocordinA to 
Wilkins on* Thha baffled me until The Watergate Caper* A history ^th ^vanchist Zfubana 
pronqrted an interest in it* The most superficial inquiry shoved eith my 

going to Idittauer A W ll kinsan * S* Howard Hant, then working for CIA, also beoame associated 
with thorn* WHITHWikSE, as did lead and aunmary, said Oswald had to liave been intoUigenoe* 
Because all of this must sound paranoid, X attach a photocopy of ^Hint's biography from Who's 
Who for 1964-5, marked* I can supply my notes of meetings and oorrespeondenoe with the agency. 
Ibider a VBXloty of aliases, B^nt makes the same i^preseiitation, as in Contemporaxy Authors* 
fie was with CIA, engaged in domeotlo intelligenoe, bbo last lialf of 1970* 

Ultimately, I was forced to print WHITBWA^ cqyacir* f think I invonted the **uud6xw 
ground** book to do it* It became a best-eeller in that format and in reprint* Between 
elimdLiiating the need for oomtaercial publishers, making a success of wliat more 60 
publishers refused to pu b l ish after favorable editorial asBeosnants, ami pexrsl sting on a 
subjeot about which the govoxiunant was really upti^t, I brou^t down upon nyaelf a powej>- 
ful curse* I w as close as one can be to nnpiibi i whab i 

The net result has been vlrtucd bankruptcy and no prospeot at all* I have been cht^ted 
out of large sxmm by publishers and wholesalers and am without the ac:an8 of hiring lawyers 
to do anything about it* I have oopiea of editions in reprint never accounted for, for one 
example* Mall fraud is com onplaoe* The Post Office has agreed, has taken ono of tho cases, 
and has fallen silent. They won't even tell me to indulge in sexual self-satisfaction* And 
to complicate it a bit more, I have liad the temerity to suo and beat the FBI and the Beport- 
mont of Justice*! even got a stanaary judgement against them in one case, dealing with tho 
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on tlrLs)^ about $35$000 in dubt, havo an expectable incone of about ^2,000 a year, eamad 
1:^ nr vife in parti tine orjployncnt (this is about 4/5ths of what it takes to service nay 
debt), and continuo to do the comercially and politically unpopular work I be^^an when 
JHC was killed. ISost of the non-Orwellian v/oric on the nubject has been dono by irresponaibleB, 
another handicap. Ilowovor, I liave preserved a reputation for integtlty in It and have 
developed sources in what is regarded as •'the other side", including a fair number of 
local and federal officials, ffroer FBI agt^nts, prosecutors, experts, etc. As a result 
I have what was withheld from the Warren Oomnission, the most significant of which is not 
verbal but officsial documents that were supprossed. Nothing was obtained clandestinely, 

Ky files include, I would estimate, perhaps 15,0(X) pages of FBI reports. There are at 
least 2,CXX) of them I've not yet had time to read. (Until recently I worked a 20-hour 
day, but I now try to sleep about six hours.) If a man personally and emotionally involved 
in his own work can offer a dispassiionete ap.xraisal of it, I*d say you vould be hard^-put 
to find another of its icagnitude. ^ office holds 10 file cabinets, all full, and there 
is enormous onrorflov in my basement. This does not count my earlier work, anti-fascist 
Isvaitigatlon before and after Pearl llaiipor. ^t contains official evidence that would not 
be oreditad in a novel. *^t is, I think, the most definitive study of the workings of 
federal spooks, including but not limitod to the FBI. (l have carbons of CIA surveillance 
of me, to cite another exan];d.6.) 

What I am trying to represent 1 b botweon ??,000 and 40,000 hours of work and its 
yield. I think your own experi^jneep permits you to translate this into normal working 
periods. In these terms it equals about 20 years of vozic. 

Aside from tlie politically-unwclcoiie assasBination, in the course of this work 
I have developed what might eaaily make 20 socially-useful book^ several vrit}i movie 
potaitial. As I age and realise I'll never be able to write them, whether or not from me 
they can be publishable, I have started to give some away. I gave one to a black writer 
who promptly lost his puhlic-relatlona job vdth Kastem Lirlinee in New Toxk. If you think 
this is paranoid, 1*11 send you the tape of his tolling me what hapijcnod to him. Another 
to the wife of a senior Bantam editor. If you doubt this, call Welter Olanse at Bantam 
in Bew York, 765-C500. Still another con make an iq)dated Citisen Kane, about a much 
richer nan than iiearst and from his forxaer chief of security, a former FBI agent. like 
this, aevoral of the non-fiction properties l-iid the^elves to fictional treatment. 

At least one might make a TV aeries, of the onti-cc^^iandled like^j^^e junker. This 
guy is real and a friend, t}» most honest crook I*ve ever met. fiosx laro^^pioal today. 

But I can t do anytliing with them. I would like to be able to, Un part, of course, 
to be able to aurvike ahd continue with the work that I alone am doing today, work I 
regard, ri^tly or wrongly, as important in any kind o^fsociety. All of theoe properties 
not part of ny work on the assassinations and their cooseqpiences are, I believe, in thorn- 
selvas, worhliwhilo endeavors tlmt can either help make a bettor society or help deter the 
Inoreaaing authoritarianism 1 foresaw years ago and have tried to combat. 

In a sense, I am in aomethlng Like the position in which you were at the tlmojof the 
opening of this letter, but with considerably loss literary talent. The unique thing you 
were able to do is beyond my duplication. 

3o, I write in the hope that you may bo able to and willing to help in whatever ways 
you oan. Hot for a touch or financial help of any kind bujb for assistanoe with what I 
think is wortibnrhile in today's world and can make its own'^way. I have onou^ to keep a 
arm of yoyng writers going for years. I*d like to be able to keep going myself. 

I can t ask you to invite mo out tl^re so I can discuss these things «dth you because 
I can't think of paying for the trip and there is no longer interest on the campuses in my 
work, hence no speaking engageoents. I have not be^giin to encapsulate the past tliat might 
interest you for other than literary purposes. Examplel how I broke up the neo-fascist 
Senate investigation of the movie industry in World War II, by a Senator who liad been a 
friend (possible because of unjbaid promotional work I*d earlier d5ne to help the movie 
Confessions of a Nazi Spy). Nor have I encompassed the full sweep of my recent work, of 
which one xxmstration ie my confidential relationship witli Jemes Ear, Ray. I have dozens 
of hours of taped interviews witla liim, menbci'o of liir. fomily and former asspeiates, several, 
like him, inteivioved inilde maxlmuiB-securlty jails* A book-length habeas corpus petition 
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filed xn uxs oeiuux i<vh/ i£. « — t — — - - - ' 

Without having eTor aet or correspondcKl with him, I vas ablo to get hln to ask a lawyer 
I trusted to represent Mn after Percy Fofenan put him away* When this frlcsod turned out 
to be both irresponsible and dl8s|xirlted, a jroung lawyer who has yet to have his first 
client or his first case and I did the entire job« The litoraiy rights rciOBln mine, asdde 
from what becomes public n in court* Ity correspondeno© with James Hay is booJo-lengtlu 

(ThlSf by tho way^ is work entailing some personal danger, for i have learned just about 
everything except who pulled the trigger and by wlwwa he was paid* Ordi n a r ily I ignore 
threats, I have received soxna oophlstlciited one, like tlie playing of tlK5 soundtrack 
of to mo by phone at PtJO b*eu In this case, especially because of my circumstancesf 

1 suspandsd investigation at thic point*) Just today I got a letter from a nan framed 
because of hie earlier association with James* I enclose a copy, again to establish my 
fidos in what must seem egotlatioal or paranoid, and in confidence* I think wliat 
happened to liim could make a book, perhaps a movie* I havo it all in his writdjog and on 
I Interviewed him inside Iieavenwdrth this past The Lany in his letter is 
Larry Finley, of tho Chicago Bally Hews (31?/321-212l)* John is James* brother, also 
frsm^t also in Leavenworth* 

Please do not assumo that I open this letter with reference to my efforts to help 
you and your associates when you wore In distress because I oonsldsr ttiat you owe me 
something* That was not my purpose and it is not ny feeling* If I can take tine to help 
habitual orlminals when they bocoioe victlma of official corruption booauoc of the 
prixicipLe involbcdf it should bo obvious that in a case like yours, without criminal 
taint of political motive, neither than nor now did or do I believe that victims are 
in any uay indebted to wlio mi^^t tiy to holp* I would, in fact, argue that such 
help is selfish, the m8y a man justifies his life* 

lou are, today, a bit older than I* You have your own life and its dem and s and 
deaures, perhaps your own v;ork and your own problcmB* As of the last timo I saw you on 
T\T, I think with Cavett, you seemed vigorous and energetic enou^ But I know hoir the 
years wear one, having lived 60 of them pretty fully* If you oan do nothing, X can 
understand it, you owe mo no explanations, either* 

I close with a suggestion I hope you will not regard as a mouse* s airrp^pce toweurd 
a giant* X am ono of your early ndmirerB* I think the time IH propitious fin B trying to 
do xdLth Jha iUjimkablo iuidrew what you havo done with such success with '^ohnny Got His 
Gun* Today* s toeiwigers and young aduljps need it as X needed it end other ^p?eat work 
of that ora (not all by men who havo preserved tlieir integrity, my curt bow and swirling 
cape to you!) when I was in those years* 

Sincerely, 



Harold Woisberg 
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